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Conservative Group Amendment to Effects of Austerity Motion

To be moved by Councillor Dearnley and Seconded by Councillor Sullivan that:

“This Council notes that over the past 10 years, Rochdale Council has been forced 
to make nearly £200million worth of savings.

This Council notes that despite this, Rochdale Council has managed to keep afloat, 
keep our libraries and community centres open, repair our roads and deliver a quality 
Youth Service.

The Council notes that Lord Gary Porter, the Conservative Chair of the Local 
Government Association has said “councils can no longer be expected to run our 
vital local services on a shoestring”.

This Council supports the LGA campaign “Councils Can” to influence the 
forthcoming spending review.

This Council requests that the Chief Executive and Political Group Leaders write to 
the Secretary of State to voice our united concerns at the growing risks of the loss of 
vital local services if the Government does not take action to secure the financial 
sustainability of Councils”
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Council Questions – 26th March 2019

QUESTION QUESTION TO QUESTION FROM 
“The Conservative Group believe that the safety of children in 
our borough is of paramount importance and that every child 
deserves to be able to get to and from school safely.  We also 
believe that school budgets should be spent on providing high 
quality education for pupils.  School budgets are generally 
well managed but are not able to cope with the pressure of 
funding crossing patrols.  Principally, highways safety is a 
council responsibility.

Considering the passing of a balanced budget at the last 
Council meeting, which included provision for school crossing 
patrols in the borough, will the Cabinet reverse their decision 
to withdraw funding for 31 crossing patrols in Rochdale 
Borough and continue to fund the safe commute of our 
children and their parents to and from school?”

The Leader of the 
Council and Cabinet 
Member for Finance 
– Councillor Brett 

Councillor Winkler

“Given the overwhelming amount of opposition to the GMSF 
across Norden, Bamford and the Pennines; combined with 
the revised population targets and further indication that 
Brexit will reduce immigration numbers, is it not time that the 
Leadership of Rochdale Council took heed and revised the 
boroughs planned allocations?”

The Leader of the 
Council and Cabinet 
Member for Finance 
– Councillor Brett

Councillor Kelly

“Will the cabinet member join the Conservative Group in 
supporting the thousands of members of the public who have 
requested that greenbelt sites be removed from the GMSF?”

The Cabinet 
Member for 
Planning, 
Development and 
Housing – 
Councillor Daalat Ali 

Councillor Winkler

“In recent days flooding has again been experienced within 
Littleborough, and this is before the implementation of the GM 
Spatial Framework housing proposals, can the Authority 

The Cabinet 
Member for 
Planning, 

Councillor Stott
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Council Questions – 26th March 2019

through its representatives bring pressure to bear to 
reconsider and abandon such proposals on green land, and 
instead concentrate on brownfield sites and more central 
areas.”

Development and 
Housing – 
Councillor Daalat Ali

“Following the tragic death of a young cyclist and numerous 
RTAs this year, will the portfolio holder consider supporting 
plans to make Wildhouse Lane a cycle safe zone, especially 
as the GM Mayor has made funding available for this?” 

The Cabinet 
Member for 
Environment – 
Councillor Neil 
Emmott

Councillor Bamford

“At the recent Rochdale Township Committee meeting a 
report was moved which included a proposal to use growth 
retarding chemicals on grass within the borough in a bid to 
reduce cutting frequency and costs.  I am pleased to say that 
like other Townships, Rochdale refused the proposal.  Can 
the cabinet member explain why this borough would ever 
consider the use of such chemical compound sprays, which 
could have effects on human and animal health and pose 
contamination issues?”

The Cabinet 
Member for 
Environment – 
Councillor Neil 
Emmott

Councillor Winkler

“In relation to the proposed £10.4 million cycle way proposed 
from Castleton to Rochdale centre, whilst I applaud the 
thinking behind the scheme, which is linked with cleaner air 
benefits and taking vehicles off the road, I am concerned with 
the overall road safety issues such a plan would have on a 
heavily used, fairly narrow highway, and also would it be 
utilised as others are not, is this solely promoted by GM or 
would the Authority also have to contribute?”

The Cabinet 
Member for 
Environment – 
Councillor Neil 
Emmott

Councillor Stott

“Could the Portfolio Holder please define how residents are 
going to be able to give their views on what should be in the 
area in front of the Town Hall? How will the promised 

The Cabinet 
Member for 
Regeneration,  

Councillor Sullivan
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Council Questions – 26th March 2019

consultations be conducted?” Business, Skills and 
Employment – 
Councillor Blundell

“In light of the flood damage that has hit businesses again this 
year, can the member please advise what action is being 
taken to ensure that the multi-million-pound flagship retail and 
leisure investment, which is being billed as fundamental to 
Rochdale’s future success as a town centre, is fit for 
purpose?”

The Cabinet 
Member for 
Regeneration,  
Business, Skills and 
Employment – 
Councillor Blundell

Councillor Winkler

“What will the much quoted “projected footfall” be for the new 
Riverside Shopping centre and how this impacted on plans (if 
there are any yet) for Rochdale Market?”

The Cabinet 
Member for 
Regeneration,  
Business, Skills and 
Employment – 
Councillor Blundell

Councillor Kelly 

“Could the Portfolio Holder please say what evidence there is 
of how we are protecting and improving the lives of our most 
vulnerable children as stated in your report?”

The Cabinet 
Member for 
Children’s Services 
– Councillor Heakin  

Councillor Sullivan

“Can the portfolio holder please update us on the 
Chancellor's recent announcement to end period poverty and 
how this will enable Rochdale secondary schools to provide 
free sanitary products from September?”   

The Cabinet 
Member for 
Children’s Services 
– Councillor Heakin  

Councillor Davidson

“The cabinet member for schools has reportedly told 
headteachers that £4,000 is not ‘Mega-bucks’ to find 
considering the reserves they hold, and that governors should 
look at the bigger picture when considering the issue.  Do you 
believe that schools can really fund crossing patrols without a 
direct negative impact on the education they provide?”

The Cabinet 
Member for 
Children’s Services 
– Councillor Heakin  

Councillor Winkler
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Council Questions – 26th March 2019

“Again in this year's senior school allocation many children in 
my Ward have been assigned places at Kingsway or St 
Cuthberts Schools.  In view of the impracticality of travelling 
to these venues, in some cases 3 buses, could provision be 
made for a school bus to operate from the centre of 
Littleborough to the aforesaid schools?”

The Cabinet 
Member for 
Children’s Services 
– Councillor Heakin  

Councillor Stott

“In light of the appalling revelations in Daily Telegraph last 
week, what measures have been undertaken by his 
department to ability to protect vulnerable adults, and make 
sure that this doesn’t happen again?” 

The Cabinet 
member for Adult 
Care – Councillor 
Iftikhar Ahmed

Councillor Nickson

“Under the heading of “Policy development” the report 
highlights a two-year data insight project. How much is the 
grant for and will the focus of it be upon informing policy or 
developing interventions?”

The Cabinet 
Member for 
Neighbourhoods, 
Community and 
Culture – Councillor 
Emsley

Councillor Taylor 
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